
 

 

 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
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Saint James Lutheran Church Johnston, Iowa 

Pastor Bill Bernau 

 

We’re glad you’re here  

and hope you will come again! 

 

 

 



2 

THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the 

anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love  

of Christ crucified and risen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God who searches us and knows us, 

you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find 

our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen 

revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly 

with you. With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, and show 

us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 

from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the 

promise of baptism: You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be 

glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn #524 – What is this Place 
 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

First Reading – Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 

death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 

am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, 

and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live  

and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you 

are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 

led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that 

you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan 

to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 

and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 

holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may 

live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 119:1-8 
(The Choir sings Antiphon once and congregation repeats it. The Choir sings the light 

verses and congregation will sing bold verses. All sing the Antiphon as marked by the R) 

 
   

     1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 
       2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 

  and seek you with | all their hearts, 

 3who never do | any wrong, 

  but always walk | in your ways. 

 4You laid down | your commandments, 

  that we should | fully keep them. R 
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 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 

  that I might | keep your statutes! 

     6Then I should not be | put to shame, 

  when I regard all | your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 

  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 

 8I will | keep your statutes; 

  do not utter- | ly forsake me. R 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. You are the light | of the world.* A city set upon a hill can- | not be 

hid. Alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel – Matthew 5:21-37 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

{Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 

times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to 

judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will 

be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 

council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when 

you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister 

has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be 

reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to 

terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or 

your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you 

will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 

paid the last penny. 
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  27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say 

to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 

and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 

whole body to go into hell. 

  31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the 

ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to 

those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you 

have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, 

for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 

make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything 

more than this comes from the evil one.”   
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day #772 – Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

The Confession of Faith 
 

Do you believe in God, the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Installation of Leaders in the Congregation 

 

The Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends ”Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.” 

 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Offering 

Bell Choir arrangement of “Kum Ba Yah,” African American spiritual, arr. 

Michael W. Joy 

 

The Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of 

the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 

and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 

hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift 

of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 

of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion  All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. As an act of hospitality, we use  

grape juice instead of wine. Gluten free wafers are available by asking an usher.  

 
 

Communion Hymns – #659, 714, 663 
 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the 

gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your 

goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, 

keep you united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the 

Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you always. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn #582 – Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Let your light shine.  Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgies and artwork in this booklet are used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress by Saint James under license number SAS004532. All rights 

reserved. Hymns in this booklet are used by Saint James through 

OneLicense A-724850. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

5:00 PM February 15 February 22 

Communion Asst. Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie 

Greeters/Ushers Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie 

Altar Guild Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie Dee Miller and Ruby Nitchie 

 

9:00 AM February 16 February 23 

Assisting Minister Isaac Rodenberg Vicar Denise Berns 

Communion Asst. Isaac/Jennifer Vicar Denise Berns 

Lector Jennifer Dugan Burns Judy Swift 

Acolyte OPEN OPEN 

Greeters Joe & Andee Vocelka OPEN 

Ushers Joe & Andee Vocelka Patrick & Cate Jensen 

Altar Guild Sarah Kathman Sarah Kathman 

 

Social Hosts Erik & Rebecca Allison Erik & Wendy Aanonson 

Sunday Teller Jennifer Dugan Burns Jennifer Dugan Burns 

Monday Teller Ila Hanson & Linda Queck Carol Gannon & Susan Henry 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This is Food Pantry Weekend at Saint James. If you were unable to bring a most 

needed item, please consider a financial donation to support our local Pantry.  
 

Join us on February 22nd from 3:30-5 PM for a Mardi Gras Celebration for the 

whole family! We will have games, food, and fellowship for everyone! All 

activities will be fun for preschool all the way to 100 years old! We will also make 

devotions for your family to use during the season of Lent! 
 

Join us for Thrivent Hour on Sunday, February 23, at 10:30 AM Topic:  The 

Secure Act  passed by congress earlier this year.  And:  401k, 403c, Traditional 

IRA, Roth IRA, SEP, Simple IRA, Pensions, How should you save for retirement? 

(What can you do?, What should you do?, and What’s best for you?) 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship with Imposition of Ashes,  Wednesday, February 26, 

at Noon and 7 PM. Confirmation students, please sit with your mentors. Lunch 

provided for Noon Service.  Contact Linda, 276-0134, to order a meal for $5. 
 

Lutheran Services in Iowa's "Lutheran Day on the Hill is a day of advocacy for 

Iowa's most vulnerable populations. This year's event is on Tuesday, February 25, 

from 9 AM to approximately 2:30 PM. The day begins at Capitol Hill Lutheran 

Church to learn about the issues affecting Iowa and to provide some advocacy 

training. It continues at the Capitol where attendees can talk directly with their 

legislators. A group from St. James is forming, with plans to go down together as 

may be desired. Contact Mark Piel, 319-883-2435, for more information, or visit 

LSIowa.org. Registration is open through Tuesday, Feb. 18.  
 

Mark Your Calendars to Join us for Wednesdays in Lent: Just as Paul calls on 

Timothy to do the work of an evangelist (2 Timothy 4:1-5), we are called to share 

the good news. The Hospitality and Evangelism Committee invites everyone to the 

Lent Learning Bible study on growing relational evangelism skills. 
 

March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1 

6 PM – Soup Suppers & Lent Learning 

7 PM – Holden Evening Prayer 
  

http://lsiowa.org/
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

February 16 

Worship, 9 AM 

Fellowship, 10 AM 

Sunday School, 10:30 AM 

Pastor at Bishop Drumm, 1 PM 

 

February 17 

Bible Study, 9 AM  

Staff Meeting, 2 PM 

Youth Team Meeting, 6:30 PM 

 

February 18 

Men’s Breakfast, 6:30 AM (HyVee) 

VBS Meeting, 7 PM 

AA, 8 PM 

 

February 19 

Bell Choir, 6:15 PM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7 PM 

Confirmation, 7 PM 

SWAG Night, 7 PM 

 

February 20 

Mary Women’s Bible Study, 9 AM 

Embroiderer’s Guild, 5 PM 

 

February 21 

Church Offices Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

February 22 

Mardi Gras Celebration, 3:30 PM 

Worship, 5 PM 

 

February 23 

Worship, 9 AM 

Fellowship, 10 AM 

Sunday School, 10:30 AM 

Adult Ed (Thrivent Hour), 10:30 AM 

 

February 24 

Bible Study, 9 AM  

Staff Meeting, 2 PM 

 

February 25 

Men’s Breakfast, 6:30 AM (HyVee) 

Book Club, 7 PM 

AA, 8 PM 

 

February 26 

Bell Choir, 6:15 PM 

Ash Wednesday Worship, Noon 

Ash Wednesday Worship, 7 PM 

Choir Rehearsal, 8 PM 

 

February 28 

Church Offices Closed 

 

 


