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Until further notice…  

Saturday at 5 pm & Sunday at 9 am  

Worship will be on Zoom and Facebook Live. 

We will resume in-person worship when it is advised. 

Shelter Meal 
At this time, more than ever, it is great to find ways to help and 
serve our community.  St. James is once again feeding those dealing 
with homelessness at Central Iowa Shelter Services on Sunday  
Evening, May 3rd.  If you'd like to help, there are two options.  You 
can donate money to offset the costs or you can sign up to make a 
pan of brownies.  This year due to COVID-19, CISS is not allowing us 
to serve the meal.   
 
Their staff will take care of cooking and serving the food, but they 
still very much appreciate us bringing the supplies.  Please sign up 
here: www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0545aeaf2ea0f85-shelter2  
 
Thank you and contact Isaac, isaac.rodenberg@gmail.com,  
with questions! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0545aeaf2ea0f85-shelter2
mailto:isaac.rodenberg@gmail.com
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Council Corner 

 
 

Tales from the Treasurer 

Your church council wants you to be informed about your faith community, so this is a brief 
update of the church’s financial position through the first quarter of 2020.  

This update covers the General Operating Fund, the fund used for the deposit of general 
offerings and the payment of church expenses, including benevolence; and the Capital account, 
which is used for building fund/campaign gifts, and the payment of mortgage expenses.   

 
OPERATING FUND 
 General offerings were $9,529 over YTD budget 
 Operating Expenses were $1,639 over YTD budget  
 
Key items to understand with these totals: 

1. We were blessed with 9 households making their annual contribution in a lump sum during 
the first quarter.  These funds have allowed us to keep items like benevolence current and 
have smoothed our cashflow. 

2. Also, some people have been keeping their tithes/offerings current by mailing or dropping 
their checks at the church.  If you are wondering where you stand, please refer to your 
quarterly statement which was recently emailed or sent to your home.  It should provide 
your donations and pledged amounts through March 2020.  (If you need another copy, 
please contact Linda Queck in the office.)     

3. Operating expenses, like trash removal and janitorial services have been reduced, during 
this “sheltering in” time.  This action provides additional cost savings.   

4. Due to some fast action on the part of Council President and staff, the church was able to 
obtain a forgivable loan from the SBA Paycheck Protection Plan for $45,900 to assist with 
paying salaries, staff benefits and mortgage expense over the next 56 days.  

 
CAPITAL FUND: 
The March ending balance in the Capital account was $78,845.  Since that time, final gifts to the 
three-year Build Us Up Lord Campaign, and gifts/pledges to the one-year Faithfully Forward 
appeal have provided 17 months of debt service on our monthly mortgage expense of $15,147.   
 
As always, please feel free to ask myself or any smiling Council member if you have questions, 
or if you would like more information. 
 
Chris Miller, Treasurer 
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Pastor Bill and Youth, Grades 7-12, will be 

reading The Lion,  The Witch and The 

Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis on Mondays at  1 

pm via Zoom. 

The link is https://zoom.us/j/870848871 

 Carpool when possible… 

 Buy & use reusable bags… 

 Unsubscribe to catalogs… 

 Shop smart for clothes… 

 Get produce at local farmer’s market 

 Recycle… 

 Ride your bike… 

 Plant something… 

 Conserve water… 

 Print as little as necessary 

Earth Day 2020 
April 22 is Earth Day every year, and 2020 marked 50 years! 
 

There are so many little things we can do to celebrate and/or 
HELP to save the earth.  YES, we can help! 
 

10 super easy ideas below: 

This is 20-30 

minutes on 

Facebook Live with 

Pastor Bill. We’re 

reading through 

Genesis 1-11. Your 

questions and 

comments 

addressed live  

On-Air!  

 Let your voice be heard...no straw please 

Youth & Pastor Book Club 

https://zoom.us/j/870848871
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Cantor Larry Christensen 
 In the fall of 2016 I was hired by St. 

 James to be the interim Choir Director 

 during a search process. Then things 

 happened in approximately this order:  I 

 became the official, long-term Choir 

 Director; I started a Youth Choir that 

 became the Minor Prophets; I became 

 St. James’ Cantor; I helped with Sunday 

 School Christmas Programs; I helped 

 St. James “gear up” – literally buying a 

 bunch of gear – for worship in Ivuga 

 Hall during construction; I found 

instrumentalists in the congregation or hired what was needed for Holden Evening Prayer 

and festival Sundays; I helped St. James acquire handbells and formed a Bell Choir; I 

started working with the Sunday School children on singing during their gathering time. 

 

I was shoveling coal in the boiler of the engine that was moving all of these various 

endeavors through the climb of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter when… POOF! It all 

disappeared in a puff of smoke and was gone. Instant irrelevance. Sudden sedentary 

syndrome.  

 

I don’t mean in any way to compare my experience to what the vast majority of people 

are experiencing with job loss, the danger of going to work in settings from hospitals and 

clinics to grocery stores and meat packing plants. The fear of having someone you care 

about in a care facility either as a resident or a working is nerve wracking. By comparison 

this is nothing but the frustration of not doing work I love, look forward to, and know how 

to do, at least as well as I know how to do anything. I miss the choir members, laughing 

with the bell choir, the energy of the Minor Prophets and their pure tone. I miss the 

questions in the eyes of the Sunday School children who just heard something they had 

never thought about before.  

 

And now I am in a world in which most of the solutions to problems have to do with tech, 

something which I am most certainly NOT good at, so I feel not only irrelevant but like a 

dinosaur.  

 

But I know we are all learning things about “Church,” about community, about what is 

important and what can be left to the side. Whatever this moment is, it is calling forth 

something new from me, and I will do my best to step up. Include me in your prayers for 

St. James and its leaders. May we all become better servants of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  
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The Beginning of the End 
Wow!  It is hard for me to realize that I have just two months left of my Internship here at St. James.  I can’t 
even begin to tell you all how grateful I am to have had this opportunity to serve as your Vicar (intern) this year.  
When I first started the process of applying for my internship, a suburban congregation – a place near a large 
city, was not even remotely on my radar.  I am a small town girl.  I love being in rural Iowa.  Mostly, I think, 
because I am an introvert, not very comfortable in large groups of people or the hustle and bustle and noise of 
a city.  I like to have space on the road between cars, peace, quiet, large yards of green grass. 
   

This year has helped me grow into a deeper understanding of who I am, who God has called me to be, and 
that even if the idea of something seems uncomfortable, it may just be better than you can ever imagine.  I 
have come to find that I love this suburban congregation that I have been called to serve during this Internship.  
I have found that even though the population of the city is larger than I am comfortable in, the community – the 
congregation – the church, is just as loving and caring about others, as any small town group of people.  The 
St. James congregation is doing what God has called all of God’s creation to do.  Loving one another, loving 
the stranger, loving the neighbor.  I am so proud to be a part of St. James and to tell people that I am doing my 
Internship at St. James.  
 

I am grieving the fact that this year is almost over.  That I will have to say good-bye to the St. James 
congregation.  I consider you all family, and have great love for each and every one of you!  I also think that 
this current situation of social distancing has made this grief even stronger, because I so want to be with all of 
you in person.  To see the smiling faces, to hear the children talking about what they learned about God/Jesus, 
to see the Youth grow and develop into the wonderful, faithful people of God that you have all helped to raise.  
Yet, as I grieve, I can’t help but see all the blessings that God has given me, by having me be a part of the 
wonderful people of St. James.   
 

I have been blessed to learn from the congregation of St. James, just what it means to serve God.  St. James 
has taught me a lot about serving the neighbor, through the Loving Hands ministry, the Food Pantry support, 
the support of the Ivuga Parish, the community VBS program, the support and development of the Johnston 
Partnership.  St. James has taught me about loving the stranger, through the adoption of the new ALL are 
WELCOME statement – being accepting of ALL people, despite the differences that they may have from you.  
And lastly, St. James has taught me about love for one another, through the many groups, confirmation, youth, 
Sunday school, church council, book club, connected by faith, loving hands, social impact, choir, bells, minor 
prophets, just to name a few!   
 

I have become a better person, and a better servant of God during this time with all of you.  Thank you for 
helping me become the person God has called me to be!  I have learned so much from each and every one of 
you!  I will never forget this experience and how grateful I am to have been part of such 
a wonderful community of God’s people!  St. James is doing great work in the name of 
God!  Thank you for being willing to help develop followers of Christ – not just in 
supporting a future pastor, but in supporting the children and youth, and supporting the 
community around you!   
 

Blessings to all of you at St. James!  You will always be in my heart, mind and soul!  
Let me end with a verse from Ecclesiastes 7:8, Better is the end of a thing than its 
beginning; the patient in spirit are better than the proud in spirit. Vicar Denise Berns 
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Until the world is vaccinated, we are likely moving toward a “new normal.” 
The staff and I have been trying to imagine what that new normal will look 
like for congregations like ours. Here are a few possibilities: 
 
• Our worship services will likely be smaller and more spread out, and 

therefore shorter in time and more numerous. While our sanctuary can 
hold 200 people sitting shoulder to shoulder, with even modest social 
distancing its capacity is less than 100. 

 

• Neither greeters nor worship leaders will be shaking every hand as 
people enter and exit our building and sanctuary. 

 

• We will increasingly be collecting our offerings and tithes electronically. 
Offering plates will be available as you enter and leave worship, but they 
will not be passed during worship. 

 

• Bulletins will be a single use item and thrown away after each service. 
They may necessarily be more abbreviated as a result. Though… if the 
use of hymnals is impossible, bulletins may get larger with the inclusion 
of every hymn used in a service. 

 

• Singing will be harder with social distancing, choirs and ensembles will be 
difficult. We may make increasing use of soloist. Without a choir to lead 
worship, hymn selection will have to tilt strongly to the more familiar. 

 

• Serving communion to 50-100 people safely will be difficult to 
impossible. Communion will likely be celebrated less often with online 
communion being a safest option. 
 

• Worship services which now average 60-65 minutes in duration will now 
be shorter, maybe 45-50 minutes. 
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• We will need more janitorial volunteers or employees to wipe down 
surfaces between gatherings. 

 

• Online worship will be a necessary option for the foreseeable future. 
 

• Children’s sermons and traditional classroom settings will be difficult during 
social distancing. Christian education opportunities will include more online 
classes and materials. 

 

• Traditional fellowship time will likely stop for the foreseeable future. It’s 
difficult to imagine coffee, cookies and conversation in a time of social 
distancing. 

 
It is hard to imagine what the future might look like, so let’s pray for that 
vaccine and for courage for the days ahead. Let’s pray that the Spirit would 
guide us to be faithful and imaginative during this time of pandemic and 
change. Because we can’t “drop by” for a visit, please add my cell phone and 
email to your contacts if you haven’t already: 515.669.7631, 
pastor@stjamesjohnston.org. 
 
Be Safe. Be Well. 
 
Peace, Pastor Bill 

The New Normal (cont.) 

Youth  
 Confirmation with Vicar Berns will continue Sunday May 3rd from 10:30-

11:15 am, and we will be discussing the Apostle's Creed for the next three 
weeks!  If you have a small catechism at home, you will find it on pg. 12.  You 
can also download Luther's Small Catechism app on your phone or tablet. 

 
 Wednesday's Youth gathering at 1:00 pm -  The theme is Garden Gnomes! If 

you did not receive a packet in the mail for this week's meeting - email Vicar 
at vicar@stjamesjohnston.org and I will email you the materials. 

 
Look forward to seeing all of you! 

mailto:pastor@stjamesjohnston.org
mailto:vicar@stjamesjohnston.org


Once again, the members of Saint James have responded to our current situation with amazing 
generosity! Here are some examples of your kindness during the past several weeks that we 
have been dealing with covid-19: 

 $2,450 has been sent to Johnston Partnership 

 Loving Hands has made over 232 masks, in addition to continuing to make prayer shawls, 
hats, and other requests from our community. 

 $3,177 has been sent to DMARC Food Pantries. 

 Parish Pals – many of you are reaching out weekly to one another! 

 Providing financial contributions to our Shelter Meal that we will host on May 3.  Although 
we are unable to service, we will be providing all of the food. 

 Youth and families are making cards and sending them to our members. 
 

We know that, for many of us, this is a time of uncertainty and financial hardship. However, for 
those of you who are in a position to do more, the needs are great, and we are thankful for 
your response! 

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 
gift each of you has received” (1 Peter 4:10).  
 

Another opportunity to help… 

If you are not aware, there has been an outbreak of covid-19 at Bishop Drumm Retirement 
Center. The residents and staff, as you can imagine, are under unrelenting stress.    

The Johnston Ministerial Group contacted them and asked how the churches of the Johnston 
area could show their support and she stated that Individually wrapped, store-bought (not 
homemade, please) treats would be a very welcomed gift for the staff.   Items could include: 

• salty snacks like pretzels 

• healthy options like lunchables 

• cookies and the like 

In addition, if anyone has any n95 protective mask that would be great.  They are in good shape 
for regular masks.  Please drop your snacks or masks off at Bishop Drumm and leave them 
inside the front door, but before the second door.  They will  distribute them throughout the 
three campuses.   

Thank You! 


